
 
 

Higley Unified School District  World History Grade 10 Revised Aug. 2015 

Second  Nine Weeks 

New Patterns of Civilization, 400 CE to 1500 CE    (Duration 4 – 6 Weeks) 

Big Ideas: 1. The collapse of central authority in Europe led to a new political order known as Feudalism.  
2. With its strong leadership, the Catholic Church became a dominant and forceful presence in medieval society.  
3. Early Mesoamerican and South American civilizations flourished with fully developed political, religious, and social structures. 
4. The Ottoman Empire grew strong as it expanded its borders.                                   
5. New Indian empires grew rich through trade and left a lasting legacy of accomplishments.                                    

 

Essential 
Questions: 

1. Why is medieval Europe sometimes referred to as the “Dark Ages” or “Middle Ages”?  
2. What cultural exchanges took place during the Crusades? 
3. How does a particular civilization become dominant in a region?  
4. What civilizations, cultures and political structures existed in the Americas before European contact? 

 

Vocabulary • Charlemagne 
• Infidel 
• Bourgeoisie 
• Serfs 
• Guilds 
• Apprentice 
• Journeyman 
• Heresy 
• Sacraments 
• Relics 
• Inquisition 
• Theology 
• Vernacular 
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Strand Concept PO Standards: Priority (PS)/ Supporting (SS) / Interdisciplinary (IS) HUSD Support Materials & Resources 

S2 C3 PO2 
(PS)   Compare feudalism in Europe and Japan and its connection with religious and cultural 
institutions.                                                                                                                     
 

 

S2 C3 PO3 
(PS)     Compare the development of empires (e.g., Roman, Han, Mali, Incan/Incan, and 
Ottoman) throughout the world.                                                                                               
 

 

S2 C3 PO4 (PS)    Describe the interaction of European and Asian civilizations from the 12th to the 16th 
centuries: (a) Crusades, (b) commerce and the Silk Road, (c) impact on culture, (d) plague.  
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Second  Nine Weeks 

The Early Modern World & Age of Exploration, 1350 CE to 1815 CE    (Duration 4 – 5 Weeks) 

Big Ideas: 1. Between 1350 and 1550, Italian intellectuals believed they had entered a new age of human achievement as humanism became an 
important movement of the Renaissance. 

2. In northern Europe, Christian humanists sought to reform the catholic Church, and Protestantism emerged.                               
3. Europeans began exploring the world in the 1400s and several nations experienced economic heights through worldwide trade.                                                              
4. Social, economic, and religious conflicts challenged the established political order throughout Europe as France became the greatest 

European power of the seventeenth century along with Prussia, Austria, and Russia.             
5. The Scientific revolution gave Europeans a new way to view humankind’s place in the universe.                                                      
6. Enlightenment thinkers, or philosophers, believed all institutions should follow natural laws to produce the ideal society and influenced 

nations to follow these natural laws.                                                         
7. Social inequality and economic conditions contributed to the French Revolution, which became embedded with radical ideas and actions                                               
8. Napoleon Helped to spread the revolutionary idea of Nationalism as he built his empire across Europe                        

Essential 
Questions: 

1. What characterizes renaissance art, such as Michelangelo’s David or da Vinci’s Mona Lisa? 
2. In what ways did European nations prosper through exploration in the fifteenth century?  
3. How did European expansion and the slave trade affect the people of Africa? 
4. What does the term “discover” mean?  
5. What effect might social, economic, and religious conflicts have on European nations?  
6. What effect would the exercise of absolute power have on a nation? 
7. What defines a revolution? 
1. How did scientific discoveries change people’s attitudes towards natural events, social problems, and religious faith? 
2. Did Enlightenment ideas affect the actions of European rules during this time period?  
3. How did the American Revolution reflect Enlightenment ideals? 
4. What was the French system of government before the French Revolution, and what internal conflicts affected the progress of the 

Revolution? 
5. How did Nationalism divide/ and or unify regions of the world? 

Vocabulary • Humanism 
• Indulgence 
• Salvation 
• Ninety-Five theses 
• Protestantism 



 
 

Higley Unified School District  World History Grade 10 Revised Aug. 2015 

• Columbian Exchange 
• Conquistadors 
• Mercantilism 
• Middle Passage 
• Colony 
• Divine right of kings 
• Absolutism 
• Czar 
• Natural rights 
• Geocentric 
• Scientific Method 
• Heliocentric 
• Laissez-Faire 
• Social Contract 
• Separation of powers 
• Coup d’état  
• Radicalism  

 
Strand Concept PO Standards: Priority (PS)/ Supporting (SS) / Interdisciplinary (IS) HUSD Support Materials & Resources 

S2 C4 PO1 (SS)   Analyze the results of Renaissance thoughts and theories.      

S2 C4 PO2 
(PS)   Explain how the ideas of the Protestant Reformation and the Catholic Reformation 
(e.g., secular authority, individualism, migration, literacy and vernacular, the arts) affected 
society.                                                                                                   
 

 

S2 C5 PO1 
(PS)     Describe the religious, economic, social, and political interactions among 
civilizations that resulted from early exploration.                                                          
 

 

 C6 PO1 
(PS)   Contrast the development of representative and limited government in England with 
the development and continuation of absolute monarchies in other European nations:  

 

 C6 PO2 
(PS)   Explain how new ideas (i.e., Heliocentrism, Scientific Method, Newton’s Laws) 
changed the way people understood the world.                                                                   
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 C6 PO3 (PS)     Explain how Enlightenment ideas influenced political thought and social change.      
 

 

 C6 PO4 (PS)    Analyze the developments of the French Revolution and rule of Napoleon.         
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Arizona Department of Education Common Core Standards 

Grade Cluster Standard Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples HUSD Support Materials & 
Resources 

10 R  

• Determine the central ideas 
or information of a primary 
or secondary source; provide 
an accurate summary that 
makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and 
ideas. 

 
• Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author 
uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term over 
the course of a text (e.g., 
how Madison defines faction 
in Federalist No. 10). 

 

The standard asks students to create a chain of 
causation which can be supported by details from the 
text.  When such a chain cannot be clearly built, 
students are to acknowledge that causation is not 
complete and clear 

 

10 W  

• Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content 

 
• Introduce precise, 

knowledgeable claim(s), 
establish the significance of 
the claim(s), 

 
• distinguish the claim(s) from 

alternate or opposing claims, 
and create an organization 

The standard asks students to evaluate a primary source 
noting how its structure reinforces its meaning. 
Students identify the parts of text and how they work 
together as a whole. They identify thesis statements, 
supporting details, and conclusions, as well as transition 
statements. They recognize the power of voice and 
diction in texts. 
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that logically sequences the 
claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 

 
• Develop claim(s) and 

counterclaims fairly and 
thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant data and 
evidence for each while 
pointing out the strengths 
and limitations of both 
claim(s) and counterclaims in 
a discipline-appropriate form 
that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level, 
concerns, values, and 
possible biases.  
 

• Use words, phrases, and 
clauses as well as varied 
syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, 
between reasons and 
evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims.  
 

• Establish and maintain a 
formal style and objective 
tone while attending to the 
norms and conventions of 
the discipline in which they 
are writing.  
 

• Provide a concluding 
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statement or section that 
follows from or supports the 
argument presented 

 

10 R  

• Evaluate authors’ differing 
points of view on the same 
historical event or issue by 
assessing the authors’ 
claims, reasoning, and 
evidence. 

 
• Integrate and evaluate 

multiple sources of 
information presented in 
diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
as well as in words) in order 
to address a question or 
solve a problem. 

 
• Integrate information from 

diverse sources, both 
primary and secondary, into 
a coherent understanding of 
an idea or event, noting 
discrepancies among 
sources. 

 

The standard requires the use of writing that is 
appropriate to a specific task, purpose, and audience. 

a. The standard requires the use of writing that is 
appropriate to a specific practical task and its audience. 

 

10 W  

• Cite specific textual evidence 
to support analysis of 
primary and secondary 
sources, connecting insights 
gained from specific details 
to an understanding of the 

This standard addresses students developing and 
strengthening their writing through the writing process 
with a focus on purpose and audience 
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text as a whole. 
 

• Determine the central ideas 
or information of a primary 
or secondary source; provide 
an accurate summary that 
makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and 
ideas. 

 
• Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author 
uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term over 
the course of a text (e.g., 
how Madison defines faction 
in Federalist No. 10). 

 

   

• Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content 

 
• Introduce precise, 

knowledgeable claim(s), 
establish the significance of 
the claim(s), 

 
• distinguish the claim(s) from 

alternate or opposing claims, 
and create an organization 
that logically sequences the 
claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 

 
• Develop claim(s) and 
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counterclaims fairly and 
thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant data and 
evidence for each while 
pointing out the strengths 
and limitations of both 
claim(s) and counterclaims in 
a discipline-appropriate form 
that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level, 
concerns, values, and 
possible biases.  

 

 


